University of South Florida

Scholar Commons
Newspaper collection

The Weekly Challenger

2015-02-12

The Weekly Challenger : 2015 : 02 : 12
The Weekly Challenger, et al

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarcommons.usf.edu/challenger

Recommended Citation
The Weekly Challenger, et al, "The Weekly Challenger : 2015 : 02 : 12" (2015). Newspaper collection. 318.
https://scholarcommons.usf.edu/challenger/318

This is brought to you for free and open access by the The Weekly Challenger at Scholar Commons. It has been
accepted for inclusion in Newspaper collection by an authorized administrator of Scholar Commons. For more
information, please contact scholarcommons@usf.edu.

2 COMMUNITY: Emotional intelligence

3 COMMUNITY: Riley rallying

11 COMMUNITY: Sherri Day

9 COMMUNITY: Genealogy

The Weekly Challenger







  



Log on to TheWeeklyChallenger.com
For Sports, Money Tips, Beyond the Bay, Recipes and much more!

I think we
got his
attention

Meet the
Water
Resources
Dept.

Foreman Carlos Price
BY JOYCE NANETTE
JOHNSON
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
As the sky darkened and a
light rain fell, a man began
to dig a hole in my front
yard. Three hours later,
Robert Letthand of the St.
Petersburg Wastewater Division stood in the six-foot
hole on the hunt for an elusive clogged pipe.
The City of St. Petersburg Water Resources Department is mostly known
for turning your water service off and on, but they do
much more than that, explained Foreman Carlos
Price of the Wastewater
Collection Division.
The St. Petersburg
Water Resources Department is the umbrella for six
sub agencies: City Water
Department, Water Distribution Maintenance Group,
Waste Water Collective Systems Group, Reclamation,
Technical Support comprised of engineers and the
Environmental Compliance
Division.
According to Manager
Lane Longley of the Wastewater Collection Division,
See WATER, page 6

Melaisha Tearatt, Jacques Preudhomme, guest Daniela Rodriguez is in the middle,
Cheyenne Romero and Remedy Harris at the unveiling of the STEM lab Tues., Feb. 10.




ST. PETERSBURG –
Heads up, parents! Academy Prep St. Petersburg,
a middle school, is recruiting interested students for
the 2015-16 school year,
and an Open House for in-

coming 5th and 6th
graders is scheduled for
Mon., Feb. 23 at 6 p.m.
The school’s mission is to
serve its neighborhood
and focus on impacting
families who qualify for

Step Up.
People who visit the
campus often ask how or
why its students are successful. The answer is
strategy and dedication.
Students not only have an

extended school day to include everything needed,
but each school day is
scheduled differently with
enhancement courses in
English and math.
See ACADEMY, pages 12

Helping ex-offenders stay ex-offenders
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Ex-offenders in the St. Petersburg area are getting
a new lease on life with
the opening of a new center that holds the promise
of matching those released from jail with potential employers.
Last Thurs., Feb. 5,
Mayor Rick Kriseman,
along with Deputy Mayor
Kanika Tomalin, formally
welcomed the Pinellas Exoffender Reentry Coalition (PERC) to Midtown.
With its new office open-

ing this week on the 16th
Street corridor, the local
community is excited to
see a positive place where
ex-offenders can find
help.
“Everyone in the city
deserves the same opportunities,” said Mayor
Kriseman who believes
that all citizens should be
allowed to hold a job and
be paid a living wage. The
crowd cheered as Kriseman stated that everyone
should be granted the
right “to have a second
chance.”
See PERC, page 6

Thurs., Feb. 5 a ribbon cutting ceremony
was held for the Dr. David T. Welch Center for
Progress and Community Development.

Goliath Davis
ST. PETERSBURG — A
day doesn’t go by when I
am in the community that I
am not approached by
Weekly Challenger patrons
who share with me their
concerns regarding life in
Midtown, south St. Pete
and Mayor Rick Kriseman’s performance.
Some constantly remind me of my support of
the mayor’s election campaign, and many with
whom I speak report they
voted for the mayor in part
based on my endorsement,
and encourage me to write
the columns and share
their points of view. These
conversations and my assessment of current events
inspired my Feb. 5 column,
“An open letter to Mayor
Rick Kriseman.”
I am pleased to report
to the readers and others
with whom I have spoken
that I think we have gotten
the mayor’s attention. At
11:25 a.m. on Feb. 6, I received a call from Mayor
Kriseman and he spoke on
two issues: my Feb. 5 column and the Jan. 22 policecommunity meeting.
Regarding the column,
he requested I call him
about my concerns or disagreement with his actions
rather than as he stated:
“print them in the newspapers.” I assured the mayor
I have no problem calling
him or speaking with him,
See ATTENTION, page 2
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I think we got his attention

Emotional intelligence
Dear Editor,
Leadership training in
the 21st century has taken
a much different turn in
many public and private
professional organizations.
Words such as high performing, skills, core competencies, result oriented and
emotional intelligence are
traits being sought out by
progressive public and private sector organizations
looking for effective leaders.
For example, Sarah
Fletcher in an article on
leadership development defined the term emotional intelligence as “the ability to
understand and manage
our emotions and those
around us. This quality
gives individuals a variety
of skills, such as the ability
to manage relationships,
navigate social networks,
influence and inspire others. Every individual possesses different levels, but
in order for individuals to
become effective leaders,
they’ll need a high level of
emotional intelligence. In
today’s workplace, it has
become a highly important
factor for success, influencing productivity, efficiency
and team collaboration.”
One of the cornerstones
Fletcher offer as the foundation for her definition is
the need for effective leaders to have a very high
sense of self-awareness,
one of the five cornerstones
she defines as the basis of
emotional intelligence.
In numerous communi-

cations to Mayor Kriseman,
while facing one of the
most potentially tumultuous decisions within his
first term in office, the selection of a police chief, in a
couple of email communications, I strongly urged
Mayor Kriseman not to
concede to popularity contests, but rather identify
consultants whom could assist him in defining the key
skills and competencies
needed by the person
selected to manage the St.
Petersburg Police Department.
While I would have no
idea if my advice was ever
considered, it was certainly
my hope that emotional intelligence would have been
one of those competencies
or traits that would have
emerged during the chief
of police selection process.
Last week in a letter to
the editor, Dr. Goliath
Davis accused Mayor
Kriseman of “punishing” St.
Petersburg Housing Authority Board Member Ann
Taylor for her “no vote”
against
the Carter G.
Woodson Museum. While I
have no inside information
to verify the veracity of Dr.
Davis’ claim, I do have concerns when the perception
of one of the community
leaders whom would have
far more access that I, categorizes the mayor’s actions
as punitive.
While I called on Mayor
Kriseman to select a police
chief based on skills and
core competencies, I am

From ATTENTION, page 1

now calling on the mayor to
acknowledge right, wrong
or different, there is a perception that his decision
making could be clouded
by petty retribution as opposed to thoughtful deliberation of the facts and
decisions based on the best
interest of the city and not
individuals.
In a very contentious
race, Mayor Kriseman beat
out former Mayor Bill Foster hands down by commanding 56 percent of the
vote.
Mayor Kriseman must
not allow his legacy to be
mired in perceptions of
petty retaliatory actions,
nor actions that appear to
be responses to anything
other than a well thought
out and calculated responses to very complex
social and economic issues.
This may have been the
very cause of the downfall
of Mayor Kriseman’s predecessor.
Maria L. Scruggs

but I will continue to exercise my right to choose
among the various options: call, write a column,
or call and write.
Inasmuch as my writings are intended to convey expressed community
and personal concerns as
well as hopefully inform
public policy, the written
columns facilitate transparency and public trust.
Ironically, I never received
a call from Mayor Kriseman when I authored editorials
or
columns
endorsing his policies or
positions to include my
columns on the selection
of an outside police chief
and the retention of charter language supporting
his right to appoint top city
executives absent city
council approval.
On Jan. 22, Chief Tony
Holloway hosted a policecommunity forum at
Gibbs High School. I attended the forum, which
was also heavily attended
by police and city personnel, most of whom I know.
When I inquired about the
small number of community participants, I was told
the forum was not widely
advertised. Members of
the Uhuru movement arrived and promptly as-

serted the gathering was
not a community meeting
given the negligible number of community participants.
During our very brief
conversation on the morning of Feb. 6, Mayor Kriseman stated he wanted me
to know members of the
Uhuru Movement did not
change anyone’s mind at
the Jan. 22 police-community meeting, and he had
information I knew the
Uhurus were coming.
I found the mayor’s
comments as perplexing
as Gibbs’ Principal Rubin
Hepburn’s attempt to evict
members of the movement from a public meeting just as they were
leaving, but stopped at the
door to state, in elevated
voices, their parting points
of view.
I informed the mayor
that I called the principal
(who is new to the community) aside and asked
him to discontinue his
eviction efforts and was informed Chief Holloway
wanted the individuals removed. Mayor Kriseman
responded he does not believe Chief Holloway made
the request and I suggested he ask the principal
and Chief Holloway. Oth-

ers present also indicated
Chief Holloway wanted
the Uhuru members removed from the meeting.
Although I did not address the Uhuru movement or the Jan. 22
meeting in my Feb. 5 article and the two may appear unrelated to the
reader, there is a common
thread—community. The
police are the community,
members of the Uhuru
Movement are the community and the residents
of Midtown and south St.
Pete are the community.
Mayor
Kriseman
brought them all together
during our conversation
on the morning of Feb. 6
and it is imperative that he
and his team, to include
Chief Tony Holloway, recognize the legitimacy of
all constituent groups and
address their concerns.
The “Open letter”
called for responsive, responsible leadership in
lieu of retaliation. I am
confident Mayor Kriseman heard the call, hopeful he will respond
appropriately and confident The Weekly Challenger readership will
remain vigilant.
Goliath J. Davis, III,
Ph.D.


32nd Annual Women’s Retreat
March 6 - 7, 2015
Southside Tabernacle Baptist Church
3647 – 18th Ave. S., St. Petersburg
Friday, 7:30–9 p.m. & Saturday, 7:30 a.m.–3:30 p.m.

Keynote Speaker: Jodi Matthews
Detroit, Michigan
Guest Soloist: Joann Nesbitt

Workshops, Discussions, Special Music, Books
Continental Breakfast and Lunch
Registration: $35 for Women, $10 for Teens
For Questions or Additional Information:
Call (727) 327-9711 or (727) 343-2111
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REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.
Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

Ask God for help
Praise the Lord Saints.
For starters, there will be a Prayer Vigil
this Sat., Feb. 14 in the Greater Mount Zion
AME parking lot, located at 1045 16th St. S.,
down from the Trop from 8:30 – 9:30 a.m.
The vigil will be for the L5 elementary
schools: Campbell’s Park, Fairmount Park,
Lakewood, Maximo, and Melrose. The L5
schools are at the lowest in performance
throughout Pinellas County and we believe
in the power of prayer.
You know that saying by the elderly:
“You just keep living?” Well, it couldn’t be
truer today than ever before.
I have always been a very inquisitive lad
wanting to know as much as my little brain
could absorb. And 2014 has shown me this
one thing, no one person can know it all nor
could they retain it. God told Solomon that
no one before him or after him would know
more than him because of his faithfulness
to do God’s will for his people.
I have said this time and time again that
as long as you are striving to do God’s will,
He would take care of your needs and even
some of your wants and desires. It’s conditional though; your foundational drive
must be to please God and Him alone if
you desire the blessings of God. I have
tried endlessly to do so and well it has paid
off in ways I could have never imagined it
to be.
This brings me to the subject today I
want to address.
I have been engulfed this past year with
partnering and fellowshipping with various
people and groups to bring about a level of
awareness as to the spiritual war Satan has
been winning with regards to taking over
cities and communities throughout the nation one by one. The reality is he has been
doing so ever since he was exiled from
heaven and placed here on earth by God
for his feeble attempt to take over heaven
and God himself. (Isa 14: 12-…, Luke 10: 18,
Rev 9: 1)
Some of the battles various organizations have been fighting have proven to be
ones that they were fighting without being
fully aware Satan was at the helm and you
can never win a spiritual battle worldly
minded. God never striped Satan of his
power of influence, persuasion or deception, and if you are not spiritually minded or
have a spiritual perspective when going into
battle against a spirit-led army, you are destined to lose every time.
Eph. 6 clearly explains this in detail and
gives us the warning prior to attempting to
do battle with demonic spirit-led foes. Yes
we quite it so what from time to time but
never really apply it or at least not all of it.
It clearly says the whole armor and pay
particular attention to verses 10, 13, 16, 17,
and 18.
Verse 10 says you have to be strong in
the Lord and not in self or status and the

power is in His might, not your intellect,
brawn, or prowess.
Verse 13 reemphasizes the whole armor
of God and without it you will not be able to
stand against spiritual wickedness.
Verse 16 clearly says above all or this is
the most important of all of the pieces of
armor to put on the shield of faith. Having it
you will be able to quench or defeat or withstand “all” of Satan’s attacks. (Heb 11: 6)
Verse 17 says there is but one weapon
you will need in this battle and every other
spiritual battle, the Word of God. The same
weapon Jesus himself used to defeat Satan
when He was tempted by Satan. If you have
noticed, I always use lowercase when writing Satan’s name because I don’t acknowledge him. If it is then the publishers
changed it. (Matt 4: 1-11)
Having said all this, when I saw all the
comments posted on Facebook the day
after the decision came from the SPHA, it
led me to believe that maybe, just maybe
when the battle ensued, someone’s eyes
were not focused solely on that of the Lord
and His mighty power. God is an omnipotent God having all power, omniscient knowing all things and omnipresent or ubiquitous
being everywhere all at the same time.
Moving forward, its not too late to call
on Him to open a window or door that
maybe you didn’t know existed before.
I know its not too late for our kids and
with the strategic planning that’s to be implemented and engaged, its gonna be tough
but I know the God I serve is able to do exceedingly and abundantly ALL, somebody
say ALL, that we may ask or think.
I challenge you to Google the “Willie
Lynch letter” and the book the “Conspiracy
to Destroy Black Boys” or YouTube the Sister Dr. Julie Hare.
When you start to open up your mind to
the possibility that there just might be something more than what you believe to be the
truth, truth will knock you back so far you
will challenge just what you thought you
knew.
All I know is my God is an awesome
God and He promised to never leave me nor
forsake me and also that if I desired knowledge all I had to do was ask and He would
willingly give it to me.
Be careful what you ask for because it
might reveal things you just might be ready
for unless you are spiritually sound and
rooted in the faith.
Don’t treat the Word of God like a history book in school, use it as a study manual
for living a spiritually victorious overcoming
life full of afflictions and heartache but coupled with love, joy, longsuffering, and faith.
Till next week,
God Bless.
Dr. Rob
pastorrobharrison@gmail.com, @drrobharrison
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Riley rallying churches for children
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Khendra Riley spends her
days
calling
local
churches and meeting influential pastors. Some of
those congregations serve
over a thousand members
while others fellowship
with under 50.
For Riley, the size of
the church doesn’t matter,
only the heart of the people. They are all the same
when it comes to the purpose by which she is serving. She is the new
Resource Recruitment Coordinator for Eckerd Community Alternative. Her
mission is to connect as
many churches that will
hear her to the many children in displaced situations.
There are over 4,000
children receiving services from Eckerd Community Alternative who are
abused or neglected in the
Tampa Bay area. Many of
these children live a life
reaching for someone to
love them, share with
them and enjoy the simple
things that many take for
granted.
“I came to a point in life
where it was more important for me to make a difference in someone else
life,” said Riley. “Going
about life and just existing
is no way to live. Every
day I aim to put a smile on
a child’s face by connecting them to someone who
will just show them love.”

Riley is not alone in
this effort. Her supervisor, Laurallyn Segur, director of licensing for
Eckerd Community Alternatives is a 30-year ambassador for child welfare. A
collective group of organizations have also come together to champion the
cause of these children
known as “Churches as
Champions for Children.”
It is an initiative of
Eckerd Community Alternative in partnership with
One Church, One Child of
Florida, Heart Galleries of
Pinellas, Pasco and Hillsborough, Directions for
Living, Lutheran Service
Florida, Youth & Family
Alternatives, Juvenile Welfare Board of Pinellas,
4Kids and Safe Families
for Children. The initiative
is designed to identify and
partner with churches in
an effort to find foster and
adoptive homes for all foster children in the Tampa
Bay area.
Pastors, churches and
organizations are invited
to a free luncheon to discover the many ways that
you can connect with others who care and become
a champion for children in
our community.
The
luncheon is Tues, Feb. 17
at the St. Petersburg Marriott Clearwater Hotel,
12600 Roosevelt Blvd. N.,
St. Petersburg. The event
time is 11:30– 2 p.m.
Partner churches will
be known as “Church
Champions” and will receive a tool-kit of re-

Khendra Riley
sources to help in recruiting foster and adoptive
families, as well as information on helping provide
much needed resources
for foster children.
“Every day I wake up
with a charge to protect
lives of innocent children
from abuse, neglect and
help them heal,” said
Segur. “Finding families
for them makes a big impact. We never know
which child will be the future president, discover
the cure for cancer, and
become a teacher, pastor
or parent. It’s my life purpose.”
Riley shares Segur’s
passion; therefore, she
rally’s the churches!
For information on becoming a “Churches As
Champions” or to RSVP
for the luncheon, contact
Diane Johnson 727456-0600
ext.
2085
or
djohnson@eckerdeca.org
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Duke Energy & FSBDC Partner for
Small Business Construction Management Academy
BY STEVE TRAIMAN
Contributor

CLEARWATER — In
today’s economy where
construction is on the rise,
the need for quality construction-related firms is
greater than ever. Duke Energy and the Florida Small
Business
Development
Center (FSBDC) at Pinellas
County teamed up to present the 2015 Construction
Management
Academy
Jan. 27-29 and Feb. 3-5 at
the EpiCenter in Clearwater. This joint venture attracted local and regional
minority firms from every
aspect of construction.
The inaugural event
came about as Duke Energy felt that the FSBDC
had the expertise to provide the right kind of education to help diverse
subcontractors
support
construction projects.
Alex Glenn, President
of Duke’s Florida Operations, told The Weekly
Challenger, “Construction
opportunities are on the
rise with Duke Energy, and
in general, but many small
businesses struggle with
the topics being addressed.
This education will allow
them to be more technically and commercially
savvy.”
Dr. Cynthia Johnson,
Center Director, FSBDC,
commended the business
owners for spending their
valuable time gaining information on resources and
opportunity that could aid

them in growing and sustaining their business. She
thanked Duke Energy for
investing in this joint venture and was confident the
information gleaned from
the presentation would
strengthen their business
practices.
She told attendees,
“Through this expanded
partnership we were able
to offer you industry insight from leaders in the
field, a business-to-business
networking opportunity
and 20 knowledge-packed
workshops valued at $500.
However, the success of
our Academy would not be
possible without the entire
FSBDC team, Duke Energy and the expertise, support and commitment from
all of our partners.”
Among the African
American owned firms represented were Essential
Rating LLC, Charles Young
Sr. and Jr. of Young and
Sons Tax Advisors (Accounting/Tax Practices),
Thomas Huggins III of
Ariel Business Group
(Everything You Wanted to
Know About the RFP Content but Afraid to Ask), OT
Delancy of Pinnacle CSG
(Construction Technology
& Tools), James Graham of
Horus Construction General Contractor, MBE and
Ada McFarley of Never
Late Cleaning, MBE, both
on
the
Procurement
Process: How to Identify
Opportunities Networking
Panel.

Dr. Cynthia Johnson
Goal of the six-session
seminar was to provide
comprehensive insight into
managing and growing a
construction business. The
program examined the skill
sets required of existing
and emerging construction
professionals to handle
large-budget projects and
other major construction
management
requirements. Sessions also discussed
the
potential
challenges and solutions
associated with such endeavors.
Duke ‘s April Harley
presented on Safety and
Compliance Feb. 4 and
Harley and Eric Rathburn
participated in a networking panel Feb. 5 on how to
market one’s business to a
company like Duke Energy.
Among grateful Academy attendees was Demensio
Barton
from
Orlando-based Essential
Rating LLC, a Sustainable
General Contracting company, who drove over to

L-R, Demensio, Dolores and Isaac Joshua Barton from Orlando.
Clearwater every day. He
told the Challenger, “Our
family, Demensio, Dolores,
and Isaac-Joshua, send our
warmest thanks to Duke
Energy and everyone at the
Florida FSBDC in Pinellas
County for hosting the 2015
Construction Management
Academy. The presenters
covered everything from
safety to finances to opportunities, with a big emphasis on safety.
“The presentation built
up over the six-session period with a climactic finale
featuring Duke Energy’s
Harley and Rathburn, who
both showed a lot of heart
and genuine enthusiasm
for helping the attendees
succeed. I recommend any
and all small businesses to
take full advantage of the
next event; it is well worth

the time spent attending it.”
The Florida Small Business Development Center
at Pinellas County Economic Development in
Clearwater provides a variety of vital services at no
cost to local business owners.
These services include
Business Growth Consulting; Business and Marketing Plan Templates &
Tools; Business Health
Checks;
Topic-Specific
Business Resources; Market & Industry Research,
Financial Technical Assistance and other resources.
Among FSBDC’s Connections For Expansion are
Small Business Enterprise
(SBE) Programs; Workforce Development Programs
through
a
partnership with Career-

SourcePinellas; Business
Technology Commercialization (BTC) Programs;
Small Business Innovation
Research (SBIR) Award
Program; and Procurement
& Technical Assistance
that helps businesses with
the process of obtaining
contracts with federal organizations like the U.S.
Department of Defense,
military branches, and
other federal agencies, as
well as participating prime
contractors.
For more information,
contact April Harley, Supplier Diversity Specialist,
Duke
Energy:
April.Harley@duke-energy.com or 727-820-5563;
and Dr. Cynthia Johnson,
Center Director FSBDC,
businesshelp@pinellascounty.org or 727-453-7200.
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Putting the community back to work

Meet the Water Resources Department
From WATER page 1

underneath the city streets
is a maze of pipes. He reports that there are 900
miles of sewer gravity
maintenance lines and
about 400 miles of lateral
pipes and 55 miles of pressure pipe.
He feels that the St. Petersburg Water Resources
Department has one of the
most innovative programs.
“I firmly believe that the
city of St. Petersburg has
the finest sanitary sewer
maintenance programs in
the state,” Longley stated.
Foreman Carlos Price
has been with the Water
Resources Department for
29 years. He came up
through the ranks initially
through their Apprentice
Program, which he describes as an introduction
into wastewater and how
the system operates.
“I was taught well,”
Price said. He credits long
time employees Anthony
Lee and Carl Reynolds for
taking him under their
wings and showing him
what it took to get the job
done. “They led by example.” He was then promoted
to Lead Technician, and for
the last 10 years he has
been a foreman.
Price explained that in
his division, Waste Water
Collections, there are four
separate entities that work
together and independently
to get the job completed.
“The trucks that house our
cameras are called CCTV
Trucks (Closed Circuit Television),” he explained.
They are equipped with tel-

From PERC, page 1

L-R, John Martin, Carlos Price,
Robert Letthand and Willie Keys.
evision monitors and cameras to inspect and digitally
record the condition of the
sewer pipe to determine if
and what work needs to be
performed.
The Emergency Response Crew, that responds
to sewer-related emergencies, are on call 24/7. Then
there is the construction
crew mainly responsible for
pipe repair and replacement.
Price’s department is
the Jet Vactor trucks that
house the high performance cleaning vacuuming
systems. High-pressure
water velocity is used to
clean sewer lines. They
have physical maps of properties that dates back 50
years and can show and
date exactly what was done.
They are now equipped
with personal tablets that
can quickly bring up
schematic drawings and information in the field.
“It’s our job to find out
what really is going on,” he
said. “We see distraught

people. We let homeowners
know we’re going to get the
job done and make sure
they’re satisfied to the highest degree. To hear the
public tell us that they appreciate it and the smiles
on their faces make me and
my crew know the job was
well done.”
Longley said he is really proud of the job they
do. “They make me look
good everyday,” he chuckled.
Price referred to the
team that came to my rescue that night as “the ATeam,” which consisted of
Willie Keys, Robert Letthand and John Martin.
Combined, the A-Team has
over 43 years of service
within the department.
“This team is totally
dedicated,” he stated
proudly. “They give me
everything that it takes to
get the job done. They look
at it as a challenge. There
is no drain we can’t unclog.”

PERC, in conjunction
with the 2020 Plan organizers and the Pinellas
County Urban League, will
assist ex-offenders who
have paid their debt to society in finding employment in the area, as well
as, train them in order to
help facilitate a smooth
transition and successful
reentry into the community.
The building that used
to bear the name of Welch
Tax Services & Accounting since 1966 and was
also known as “the black
city hall,” was rechristened
the Dr. David T. Welch
Center for Progress and
Community Development
last Thursday.
Dr. Welch was among
the first to integrate that
section of 16th Street,
where African Americans
were for years forbidden to
live or have businesses
south of 15th Avenue
South. He was known for
his enormous heart and
for his work with those in
need. The building where
he helped so many people
is now dedicated to making a difference in the lives
of ex-offenders. His legacy
lives on.
When
you
walk
through the doors at 1601,
you will find a facility ready
to serve a greater purpose
providing a chance for redemption for those who
have made some mistakes
in life.
“That’s what dad believed in and that’s what he
lived,” said County Commissioner Ken Welch. He
remembers a time when
the building was full of visiting mayors, police chiefs
and persons in the faithbased world. But in most
cases, he recalls his father
working with ex-offenders.
“A lot of those guys
weren’t polished, some
had rough edges,” said
Welch who became emotional when reminiscing
about his father. “But you
know dad treated them all
like human beings.”
PERC Executive Director Michael Jalazo stood in
the community garden at
the north end of the property and welcomed the
enormous crowd to the
ribbon cutting and only
had positive words about
the road ahead. He
thanked all those involved
in making the dream of rehabilitation a reality and
touted the benefits of hiring someone looking to
turn their life around.
“The mission is to help

Nikki Gaskin-Capehart

Mayor Rick Kriseman

Deputy Mayor
Kanika Tomalin

Commissioner
Ken Welch

the offender to become
and remain an ex-offender,” Jalazo said. He
listed tax credits, on the
job training, and federal
bonding – all things that
help a business owner in
the running of their business.
The idea behind the
program is to make a taxpaying citizen out of everyone who is released from
prison. By reuniting them
with their family and
friends, as well as, encouraging ex-offenders to give
back to their community,
instead of taking resources
from it, Jalazo hopes that
attitudes will change when
it comes to how the public
views those in need of a
second chance.
“Successful re-entry of
those coming back to our
city from prison is not only
good policy, but its increasing public safety and decreasing cost in the
criminal justice system,”
said Jalazo. More than two
years ago, he and State
Representative
Darryl
Rouson started discussing
the idea of job reform and
became dedicated to increasing the boots on the
ground to create more jobs
in south St. Petersburg.
“This isn’t rocket science,”
he said.
Although the mission
of rehabilitation and pro-






Michael Jalazo
viding
opportunities
seems a simple goal for
PERC, in reality getting
employers to buy into the
same ideal, at times, can
pose a problem.
“PERC isn’t as simple
as the goal,” said Jalazo. “It
can be very challenging,
very daunting.”
PERC also assists clients
with resume preparation,
completing employment applications and various interviewing skills. Those
interested in the program
are encouraged to check
out exoffender.org for more
information. Additional information can also be found
on Twitter and Facebook
under Pinellas Reentry.
Nikki Gaskin-Capehart
served as the Mistress of
Ceremonies.

“A Personal Touch
from Caring Professionals”
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Fostering a better image
BY MARCY PALMERI
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG –The Zeta Upsilon Omega Chapter of the Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority and the I Have A Dream
Youth Mass Choir hosted their 2015
MLK Lecture Series entitled “Fostering
a Better Image” last month.
This year’s lectures included Representative Darryl Rouson, Rene Flowers
and Gwendolyn Reese; they continued
the annual discussion about the life,
legacy and civil rights and spiritual teachings of the late Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr.
More than 130 children gathered in
attendance from the AKA Akademy, the
Pathfinders Program and the Professional Opportunities Program for Students.
Dr. K. Bernard Parrot of Mt. Zion
Missionary Baptist Church kicked off the
morning with excellent advice. He focused on an initiative he started called
FBI, or Fostering a Better Image. Disturbed by the way young black males are
dying, he asked the children to remember the four Cs: Keep Calm, Cooperate,
Comply and Complain.
“You cannot outrun a bullet. If you are
approached by a law enforcement officer,
that is not the time for an altercation,” he
averred.
He then spoke about first impressions
and other people’s perceptions of them.
“To be respected you have to position
yourself to be respected,” Parrot said letting the kids know that their Facebook
page is one of many social media outlets
that create an image of them.
Parrot used Trayvon Martin as an example saying that his character was on
trial.
“They went back and looked at Facebook pages, school grades and other reports. Those are a part of your image so
you have to be sure you present yourself
as a respectable person,” he said.
Rouson spoke about the impact of
image on elected officials. “If you don’t define your image, other people will,” he said
explaining that as an elected official the
“other people” in this instance is the
media.
As an elected official, he said, he
wants to project to people that he is bold,
courageous, a thinker and will shake
things up. “The way I do that is by how I
carry myself and the issues that I choose
to get involved in,” Rouson said.
He gave an example of a time when
he was president of the St. Petersburg
chapter of the NAACP and someone
spray painted on their headquarters: “No
more po po,” “Po po keep out,” “This is
our territory.”
Rouson explained that he wasn’t buying into their image. He proceeded to buy
a can of spray paint, called a press conference and sprayed over their graffiti with:
“If you think the police department is our

problem, then join the police department
and change it from the inside out.”
He challenged 50 black people to become police officers. “I wanted to project
an image that we support good law enforcement and I wanted to project an
image that the police department didn’t
just belong to white folks and wasn’t just
an occupying force in the black community,” Rouson declared.
Rene Flowers, Pinellas County School
Board member, spoke about the importance of the children’s image with the
school board and the decisions that are
made. She spoke in great length about the
School to Prison Pipeline, her role in the
zero tolerance policy, children taking responsibility for their actions and the importance of attending school and doing
well.
“If we go on what the research says,
40 percent of African-American males will
go to prison,” she said. She had all the
boys in the room stand up and moments
later had the back row sit down, demonstrating that the remaining children left
standing would be the number of kids in
room who would end up going to prison.
This lesson seemed to get the attention of
the children, as their disbelief and shock
could be heard by all.
Flowers told the kids that they are
going to prison as a direct result of the
zero tolerance policy issued by school
boards around the country after the
Columbine tragedy. She feels the policy
wasn’t meant to help, but to resolve the situation at that specific time.
The zero tolerance policy punishes
any infraction of a rule, regardless of accidental mistakes, ignorance or extenuating
circumstances. Flowers agrees that there
are instances that should be considered
under the policy such as bringing
weapons to school or selling drugs, but
others should not. This is why she has
been working with Pinellas County
Schools and has partnered with a munic-

ipal police agency and the sheriff’s office
to change some of the punishment outlined in the policy.
“But you still don’t get a pass; you
have to face the consequences.” With the
revised policy, children will have the opportunity to enter into a diversion program instead of facing a criminal record
that will follow them into adulthood.
Community activist Gwendolyn
Reese spoke about the importance of
image from a cultural and community perspective. She showed slides of proper and
improper ways of grooming and slides of
tattoos and piercings.
“Those shoes that are kickin’ and you
love wearing them and they look good for
some occasions, they are not appropriate
for others. The image you are projecting
may not be the image you want to project
or it may not be the way you want to be
seen,” she said.
She informed the young ladies and
young men that employees and college
administrators look at Facebook and
other social media outlets to make decisions.
“You’ll walk in that interview, you’ll be
dressed appropriately and say all the right
things, but they also know that you are
projecting an image in that moment. But
is that who you really are,” she asked.
“Our history is phenomenal we come
from strong courageous proud people
who many times commanded respect
and still should. That’s your responsibility
now. You are the future. It is very important to know your history, accept and embrace it and project it,” Reese said.
Workshops were then conducted
with by Jazmine Clarke of Hillsborough
County Schools and Judge Patrice Moore
of the Sixth Judicial Circuit Court. Guess
speakers included Drs. Jomo and Charmaine Cousins, Judge Michael Andrews,
Sixth Judicial Circuit Court, Gwendolyn
Reese and St. Petersburg Police Chief Anthony Holloway.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Hires Hairstyling
3427 11th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33713
Open Tuesday – Friday
6 AM until 6 PM
Losing Hair- Scalp treatments can help
Wigs need shampoo – cut to fit your face




   





Call (727) 642-7475

  

ARE YOU HAVING TROUBLE
CONTROLLING THE WAY YOU EAT?

 

H ELP
727-724-6292 (PAT)
FOOD ADDICTS
IN RECOVERY
ANONYMOUS
CALL FOR

OR VISIT OUR
WEBSITE

www.foodaddicts.org

SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com




 


 







Celebrating 48 years in business!

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Are you looking for an
AVON Representative?
If so, look no further.
My name is Barbara La’Shelle
and I am THE AVON LADY!
You can contact me at 727-512-3785
Email: tilallhaveheard2@gmail.com or my website
www.youravon.com/barbaralguyton

Law Office Of

RONALD L. NELSON, P.A.
ATTORNEY AT LAW

• Auto Accidents and Injuries
• Divorce and Family Law
• Employment Discrimination
• Wills and Probate

1247 First Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33705

727-345-9292 • www.RonNelsonLaw.com
The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. Before you
decide, ask the lawyer to send you free written information about their qualifications and experience.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
30 young women to make
debut at cotillion

Church Health Ministries set
agenda for 2015

ST. PETERSBURG The members of Zeta Upsilon Omega Chapter of
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. announced it will
present 30 young ladies to
society at its 8th Biennial
Essence of Ebony Pearls
Scholarship
Debutante
Cotillion at 7 p.m. Sat.,
April 4 at the Historic St.
Petersburg Coliseum, 535
Fourth Ave. N.
In partnership with the
Youth Development Foundation of Pinellas County,
the sorority will feature 30
lovely and multi-talented
young ladies including
their escorts. The presentation will also feature the
formal Debutante Waltz.
The purpose of the affair
is to highlight achievements, social grace and
provide scholarship opportunities to Pinellas County
junior and senior high
school girls. These young
ladies will be recognized
for their academic achievement, church, community
and civic involvement.
As a part of their prepageantr y activities, the
young ladies have attended etiquette, health
and wellness, poise, hair
and skin care workshops.
In the coming weeks, they
will also participate in cultural activities, community
ser vice projects and a
Debutante tea themed “An
Afternoon of Pearls of Wis-

ST. PETERSBURG —
Churches United for
Healthy Congregations
(CUFHC) held its first
quarterly meeting for 2015
at the James B. Sanderlin
Neighborhood
Family
Service Center Sat., Jan.
17. Attendees included 44
church liaisons from 25
participating
CUFHC
churches.
The theme for this
year is “A New Year, A
New Outlook for Your
Health Ministry.” The
meeting focused on helping liaisons develop mission statements and goals
for their health ministries,
as well as pointers on how
to set about creating tasks
to aid in team growth.
CUFHC serves as a vehicle through which
health information can be
disseminated to churches
as well as other commuorganizations.
nity
Through this venue, a
greater number of individuals can be reached by
networking, collaborating
and coordinating programs and services that
positively affect the health
of all people in the community.
Another initiative of
CUFHC is to equip
churches with the tools to
develop more formalized
health ministries that
existing
strengthen
nurse’s guilds with education and help from community resources.
CUFHC health liaisons

dom.”
Other program highlights included a gentleman’s
etiquette
and
mentoring
workshop
for the young men who will
ser ve as escorts during
the cotillion. The workshop and mentoring activities were hosted by the
men of Alpha Phi Alpha
Fraternity, Inc. Theta Eta
Lambda Chapter.
More than a thousand
guests are expected to attend the event. The top
four of the 30 debutantes
who raised funds vying for
the honor of Miss Debutante 2015, Miss First, Second and Third Attendants,
will also receive scholarships to universities of
their choice. Other honors
presented that evening will
be Miss Community Service, Miss Congeniality and
Miss Supreme Ser vice
2015. The Cotillion is a
chapter fundraiser to benefit scholarships, chapter
programs and community
service projects.
The attire for the adult
only event is formal and is
by invitation only.
For more information,
visit www.zuochapter.org
About Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, Inc. Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated is the oldest
Greek-letter organization
established in America by
black women and was

Miss Debutante 2013 Miss Hydiea Thomas
Canterbury School of
Florida
founded on Jan. 15, 1908,
at Howard University. Led
by International President
Dorothy Buckhanan Wilson, the organization connects
thousands
of
college-trained women who
give of themselves to support community service
projects and scholarship
programs.

w w w. T h e w e e k ly C h a l l e n g e r . C o m

meet quarterly at the center. These meetings provide information and tools
to help with growth of the
ministry, give attendees
an opportunity for networking, educate the liaisons about community
resources through guest
speakers and offer technical support. The organization also has a website that
offers toolkits, links to
many health organizations
and a whole host of health
topics to help the liaisons
grow their ministries.
The churches participating in CUFHC are encouraged to partner in
their efforts to promote
health initiatives/activities. This year, $1,000 mini
grants were awarded to
partnering churches that
submitted proposals for
events addressing health
topics. These topics include mental health, diabetes and health issues
affecting today’s youth.
The 2015 awardees
are: Mt. Zion Progressive

MBC and Mt. Pilgrim,
MBC, Pentecostal Temple
and Christ Gospel, 10th St.
Church of God and Elim
7th Day Adventist and 5th
Ave. Church of Christ and
Northwest Church of
Christ.
CUFHC is a program
of the James B. Sanderlin
Neighborhood
Family
Center. The Allegany
Franciscan Ministries provides funding for CUFHC
and for the annual Caregiver’s Conference that
will be held this year at the
Enoch Davis Center on
March 28.
To learn more about
CUFHC, visit the website
at cufhc.org.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Genealogy is history and history is genealogy
BY JACQUELINE
COTMAN
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG -- Let
us explore, in depth, the genealogy of ourselves, which
begins with an individual and
one's parents. Every person
has a mother and father.
Now, each generation that
we count back, the number
of parents doubles. One of
you, two parents, four grandparents, eight great grandparents,
16
great-great-grandparents and
32 great-great-great-grandparents and so on.
By the time we can name
every direct dead ancestor
that far back in history, there
will be millions and millions
of people related. Then, the
number diminishes to just
two parents. The finished delineable ancestral chart looks
exactly like the symbols for
crescendo and decrescendo
in classical music. Imagine
finding a path all the way
back to Adam and Eve!
Renowned storyteller
Alex Haley, the author of
“Roots,” led one leg of his
family as far back as Gambia
in West Africa (Judah's
Tribe.) Dr. Carter G. Woodson chronicled the lives of
the earliest known Native
American, Africans and Europeans who were of Virginia
residency. Some were descended from or used the
name of the third president
of the United States of America, Thomas Jefferson.
President George W.

Bush, #43, signed the African
American descendants of
President Jefferson and Sally
Hemings into the Presidential Records of the United
States. Jefferson was also related to the two previous wellknown American presidents.
Even though several of
my ancestral kin were
aboard The Mayflower, there
were thousands of Native
Americans already here,
even long before Christopher Columbus sailed. Only
after the American Revolution, about 283 years later,
did Indians and Africans receive surnames--the surnames of the British soldiers
who conquered the areas.
Where were their surnames found? The names
came from the Bible, which
chronicled the history of the
known world. The Bible is
considered the world's first
history book! Can you find
your surname? What does it
mean? Name the first known
individual or family group
with that name.
About a generation
passed after the American
Revolution before the official
first census was taken and
the results were delivered to
President George Washington in 1790 and he became
the "Father of our country"
and claimed kinship to everybody in America.
According to accepted
and uncontested history,
England began its family
structure in 1000 A.D. and its
royal structure in 1200 A.D.

  

 

 

Consequently that would
place their heritage after the
time of the writing of the
Bible. Their pattern was that
of Egyptian royalty some 20
dynasties since the rule of
the Tutsi boy Pharoah Tutukamen, "King Tut" who fathered 54 male children.
Dr. W.E.B. Dubois,
whose French surname
means, "of boys," places his
ancestry at that beginning.
King David of Israel was a
great-great-grandson of the
pharaoh.
Once an American soldier is funeralized, the military provides an American
flag to be folded and presented to the survivors. Each
fold tells the history and genealogy of the world. About
the ninth fold is the story of
America's shared biological
kinship to the ancient Egyptians.
Mama Altamease was
given ours at the Arlington
Cemetery burial of her husband, my father Reginald, in
February 1964. Mama Idella,
my maternal grandmother,
told me while I was very
young, "We would still be in
Egypt had not the Pharaohs
become so disgruntled." At
that period in life, I held no
inkling of an idea of what
Egypt was or where it was located.
Another ancestor, great
grandfather John William
"Cubit" Nixon was the first
African American selected
and elected a senator in
Florida. He was elected only



    

by the other Republican senators of the Florida Assembly
in 1875.
A cubit was the secret
measurement used in building the great pyramids. A
royal cubit was two or more
inches longer. Senator Nixon
had been listed as a 10-yearold slave in the book, “Free
Negroes of North Carolina
1790-1850” by Dr. John Hope
Franklin in 1947. "Cubit" was
living in the house with his
mother Charlotte Nixon in
1830 Perquiman County.
They were born in Virginia.
His grandmother Charlotte
was born there as well just
one year before the war of
the American Revolution and
99 years before her grandson
became a senator and later
the Assistant Treasurer of
Florida.
The family of Nixon traveled south through South
Carolina and Georgia and
settled in Gadsden County in
1841 four years before
Florida was named a state on
March 3, 1845.
"Cubit" and his halfbrother, Thomas D. Nixon
were 21 years old. John
Nixon served as a Deputy
Sheriff in Gadsden County
prior to being elected a
statesman and died in Homeland, Florida in 1927 at the
age of 107, the same year that
famed folklorist Zora Neale
Hurston began collecting
materials in Polk County for
her first book on Negro Folklore “Mules and Men.”
Jacqueline N. Cotman is



Jackie Cotman
the author of “An Hour of
Eternity,” Dorrance Publishing Company 2008, a first
book in her family history serial. She was elected to membership in the National Trust
for Historic Preservation 2001
and The Task Force to Re-elect
President George W. Bush
2004. She and her families
have donated artifacts and
materials to the Meek.Eaton

        



Southeastern Region Black
Archives Research Center and
Museum at FAMU, the
African American Archives at
the George A. Smathers Libraries at the University of
Florida, the St. Petersburg
History Museum, The Tampa
Bay History Center, and the
Boca Grande Historical Society.
See book cover on page 10.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
The Law Offices of K. V. Rubin, PA
Attorney Karmika V. Rubin
NOW ACCEPTING NEW CLIENTS FOR
FORECLOSURE AND FAMILY LAW CASES.
Call 727 512-8261 or
Email info@Rubinslaw.com
today for a consultation!
You DON’T Have to Fight Alone.
Serving Pinellas, Hillsborough, Pasco and Hernando Counties.
The hiring of an attorney is a serious decision and should not be based solely on advertisement alone.

NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS
727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

H EALTH & WELLNESS
• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
HELP - US - HELP - U • Access
Food Stamp Application/SNAP
Medicaid Application - Recertification

727.403.3366
www.helpushelpuinc.org

                       

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2015

11

COMMUNITY NEWS
Her job: Influence decision makers and public opinion
BY SUSAN GODFREY
NNB Student Reporter

ST. PETERSBURG –
She dumps the half dozen
newspapers on her desk
that she read over the
weekend. Joshing friends
call her a bag lady, she
says, because she is always
carrying around a purse, a
lunch sack and a workbag
with papers spilling out.
She usually works with
her back to the door so she
can signal – without being
impolite – that she doesn’t
want to be distracted, and
with only a half hour before
the important daily meeting she reads another
newspaper – the day’s
Tampa Bay Times.
Sherri Day, 38, a Times
editorial writer, knows what
is happening around the
area and the country. She
has to. She is a voice for a
newspaper that is the
largest daily in Florida and
winner of 10 Pulitzer
Prizes. Her job is to influence decision makers and
public opinion.
“The bottom line is that
we’re trying to influence
people, and you have to decide who you’re writing to,”
said Day.
At precisely 9:30 a.m.
the editorial board members shuffle into a room
overlooking the atrium at
the Times building at 490
First Ave. S and take seats
around a big table.
They are all veterans.
Tim Nickens, the editor of
editorials, covered state
government and politics for
the Times and Miami Her-

ald. His deputy, Joni James,
another former state capital
veteran, once worked for
the Herald and Wall Street
Journal. Columnist Daniel
Ruth came from the Tampa
Tribune and Chicago SunTimes. Jim Verhulst, editor
of the Sunday “Perspective”
section, has held key jobs
at the paper since arriving
from the Concord (N.H.)
Monitor in 1987.
In 2013, Nickens and
Ruth won a Pulitzer Prize
for a series of editorials that
helped reverse the county’s
decision to end fluoridation
of drinking water.
During the meeting, the
editorial
board
kicks
around the news of the day
and week and decides what
to editorialize on. Everyone
gets a chance to say what
they think is significant.
Topics range from nuclear
power plants to government officials.
The relaxed meeting
has lots of reflection, lots of
laughter. Later in the day,
the board sometimes
meets with politicians, government officials and business leaders.
“I expect everyone to be
prepared for the (daily)
meeting,” said Nickens, “by
reading the local morning
papers and the national
news in the Washington
Post and New York Times.”
After the board meeting, Day returns to her office and catches up on
emails and phone messages while she waits to
find out what Nickens
wants her to write about for

the day. Day said that she
and Nickens discuss the direction of the editorial and
what explicitly needs to be
conveyed before she begins to write.
“I usually like to have a
call to action,” said Nickens.
Day’s call to action on
this day was to the Tallahassee Police Department
and Florida State University’s new president, John
Thrasher, concerning the
possible criminal behavior
of some FSU football players. She begins by researching what the board
has written on the issue in
the past to ensure that its
voice is consistent.
Within an hour, Day has
most of her editorial finished. She makes her job
look easy. Nickens will edit
the editorial and decide
what day it will run.
Unlike most writers at
the paper, Day writes her
editorial in longhand before
she types one word on her
computer.
“There is something
about pushing a pen on
paper that helps my brain
work in a way that staring
at a blank computer screen
doesn’t,” she said. “The
physical act of writing longhand makes me do the
work. It’s old school. But
it’s my process, and it
works for me.”
She said she loves
learning and writing about
new things every day and
has found her niche in public health, schools in Hillsborough County and the

Department of Children
and Families.
These are tough times
for metropolitan newspapers like the Times. Day
has
survived
several
rounds of layoffs at the
paper and, like the rest of
the newsroom staff, has
taken three 5 percent pay
cuts.
She acknowledges that
the paper is getting smaller
and there is more work for
everyone, but says it’s a
chance to do things differently.
“Sometimes I can’t believe I get paid to do this,”
said Day. “Even when it’s
hard, I’m getting paid to
learn something new.”
She grew up in Tifton, a
small town (population
16,000) in south Georgia
where, she once wrote,
“black folks lived on one
side of town and whites
lived on the other.”
She got a bachelor’s degree from Clark Atlanta
University and a master’s
from the University of California at Berkeley. For a
time, she toyed with
thoughts of a career in
broadcast news. She landed
an internship at the New
York Times and stayed
there nearly four years,
working on the breaking
news team and later the
business news staff.
She was newly married
– to a young man who grew
up down the street in Tifton
– when she found herself in
the middle of one of the
biggest stories in American
history.

On Sept. 11, 2001, Day,
a reporter on the Times
breaking news staff, was
sent to the scene at the
World Trade Center. As she
stood there less than a
block away, staring and
scribbling notes, the first
tower came crashing down.
Day ran for her life from
a billowing gray cloud
hurtling down the street.
In a highly personal account she wrote for the
Tampa Bay Times 10 years
later, Day described how
she dashed into a sporting
goods store and sat huddled with “a collection of
strangers,” watching the
wounded come in and police and emergency personnel come and go.
Emerging some time
later, Day saw first-hand the
damage and destruction of
the terrorist attacks. It profoundly changed her.
On the subway one day,
she wrote, she saw two
Middle Eastern men in conversation and found herself
wondering, “if they were
going to ‘get us.’” Then she
caught herself.
“I was ashamed,” she
wrote. “How could I, a
black woman from rural
Georgia, who knew well
what it was to be stereotyped because of race,
gender and cultural background, allow myself to
have such thoughts?”
Day wrote that she decided to live with more purpose and become “a little
less brave.” And three
years later, she and her
husband left New York for

Courtesy Tampa Bay Times

“Sometimes I can’t
believe I get paid to do
this,” says Sherri Day.
Tampa Bay, where she
could work for the Times
and they would be comfortable raising a family a few
hours’ drive from their parents in Tifton.
Day and her husband, a
physical therapist, built a
house in a demographically
diverse neighborhood in
north Tampa and she
worked several posts at the
paper – community news
reporter, metropolitan religion reporter, Brandon bureau chief, assistant metro
editor in Tampa. She
moved to the editorial
board in 2013.
Now she balances a
daunting schedule as a
mother of three small children, church member and
voice of the Tampa Bay
Times.
Susan Godfrey is a reporter in the Neighborhood
News Bureau of the University of South Florida St. Petersburg. Reach her at (727)
253-2367.

THE INTENSIFYING UNIVERSAL CRY FOR JUSTICE
The Nation of Islam’s St. Petersburg branch, Muhammad Mosque No 95, will host Saviours’ Day 2015
at the Bethel Community Baptist Church, located at 2901 54th Ave. S., St. Petersburg, Sun., Feb. 22.
Saviours’ Day is the crowning event for Black History Month and it will include a keynote address by The Honorable Minister Louis Farrakhan, National Representative of
The Most Honorable Elijah Muhammad. This keynote address will be on the theme “The Intensifying Universal Cry For Justice,” and delivered live via webcast.

The event is FREE to the public and starts at 3 p.m.
Muhammad Mosque No 95 will also host a FREE dinner after the webcast. Come one and all and bring all of the youth!

For additional information please call: 727-557-8115 or 813-965-7988 or visit us on Facebook at Muhammad Mosque #95.
About the Nation of Islam
The Nation of Islam was founded on the basis of peace, and as an answer to a prayer of Abraham to deliver his people who would be found in servitude slavery in the Western
Hemisphere in this day and time. Saviours’ Day 2015 marks the 85th year of the Nation of Islam in North America. It commemorates the birth of its finder and founder Master
W. Fard Muhammad (February 26, 1877). The mission of the Nation of Islam is to bring about a universal government of peace wherein we all can live in peace together.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Enrolling for 2015-16 school year
From ACADEMY, page 1

“We recognize each student’s individuality, and
there is nothing cookie-cutter about Academy Prep,”
said Gina Tanase Burkett,
Head of School.
For example, not all students perform at their best
in the morning. Therefore,
core subjects are taught in
a different time slot each
day to give students the opportunity to be taught at
their peak periods for learning and performance.
In addition, outside-thebox courses designed to
promote critical thinking,
creativity and personal discipline are integrated
throughout the school day
to help with student attention spans and physical activity that can promote
learning.
“We educate the whole
child to ensure our students
are well-rounded,” Burkett
said. “Everything is designed with the student in
mind.”
The school’s curriculum
is multifaceted, with rigorous instruction in language
arts, social studies, math
and science. Budget woes
in the public schools increasingly cause liberal arts
courses to be cut, but Academy Prep continues to enhance and increase its
offerings. The school’s roster also includes chess,
Spanish, karate, organic
gardening,
cooking,
sewing/knitting, piano, sign
language, golf and tennis.
Academy Prep’s new
state-of-the-art STEM lab
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Math) blends ro-

botics with analytical and
critical thinking skills to encourage students toward
science careers. The program encourages students
to
become
scientists,
techies, engineers and
mathematicians.
Currently, minorities
are underrepresented in
those fields, and Academy
Prep aims to change that.
EMC Corporation, a global
technology firm, funded the
lab and brought high
school freshman robotics
prodigy Daniela Rodriguez
to the lab’s unveiling Tues.,
Feb. 10 to encourage students to pursue the field.
Daniela is in the STEM Hall
of Fame.
“We want to engage our
students early by offering a
STEM curriculum in middle school so they can use
their knowledge and build
upon it in high school and
college,” Burkett said. “Our
kids are incredibly talented,
and STEM lays the groundwork for future success in
these professions.”
Burkett, who served 17
years at another local private school as a middle
school and high school
principal, is well aware of
the level students must
achieve in order to be admitted into preeminent private schools. “If our
students come to us with an
academic deficit or have
achieved at a level where
they are ready for greater
challenges, our curriculum
strategically meets those
needs.”
Since Academy Prep
promotes from its own

neighborhood, some of the
same schools within its radius are the schools that the
Tampa Bay Times reports
as the lowest in the nation.
This does not discourage
Academy Prep from opening its doors to students
coming from those schools,
but at the same time, the administration realizes that
strategies have to be in
place to get those students
to grade level.
“Even when a child has
passing grades from one of
these schools, the child
may still have below grade
level performance when
compared to the rest of the
nation,” Burkett said. “Our
goal is to ensure each and
every student meets or exceeds his/her grade level,
especially as we encourage
them to apply to the top
high schools.”
Academy Prep’s results
are impressive, due to its
rigorous classes and extended school day. After
graduation, most students
are accepted at respected
private
and
boarding
schools. All students complete high school in four
years, turning Pinellas
County’s achievement gap
on its head.
A service that is unmatched with any other
middle school is Academy
Prep’s graduate support
team. They teach students
how to research top high
schools and colleges, and
then encourages them to
apply to full-scholarship
programs that further their
educational goals. This
support follows students fi-

nancially, emotionally and
strategically for at least
eight years after students
graduate from Academy
Prep.
For the last seven years,
100 percent of Academy
Prep alumni have graduated from high school on
time. The goal is to see all
of these students graduate
college and become leaders
in their communities. More
than 75 percent of Academy
Prep’s high school graduates have earned college
degrees.
EMC Corp. visited
Academy Prep St. Petersburg earlier this school year
and saw the potential to
bring technology and robotics into the science curriculum. The STEM lab
includes state-of-the art
computers and software,
science tables, hand-held
equipment and gauges, robotic kits, with an evidencebased
curriculum
specifically designed to integrate with the school’s science curriculum through A
Vision of Hope Youth Network of Pinellas County.
The Hope curriculum
focuses on hands-on activities that build and engage
students’ analytical and critical thinking skills while developing
interests
in
biology, science, meteorology, oceanography, civil engineering, marine biology
and mechanical industrial
technology. Hope also plans
to utilize Project – Lead the
Way and VEX robotics.
Academy Prep partners
with outside organizations
to integrate unique offer-

ings that promote a wellrounded education. Partners include Raymond
James, Modern Business
Associates, TradeWinds,
Regions Bank, The Links,
The Lightening Foundation, First Tee, and Enterprise Village, among a few.
Academy Prep is now
taking applications for current fourth and fifth
graders. Families must
qualify for Step Up, a needsbased scholarship. Acad-

emy Prep provides FREE
TUITION to attend this unbelievable program.
For information about
how to qualify for Step Up,
please visit www.stepupforstudents.org. For more
information about Academy
Prep St. Petersburg, please
visit the school’s website
academyprep.org/stpete/,
visit during Open House, or
call to schedule a personal
tour at (727) 322-0800.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Want to be a police officer?

‘Remembering the Harlem Renaissance’

ST. PETERSBURG —
Lakewood High School, St.
Petersburg College (SPC)
and the St. Petersburg Police
Department are partnering
to recruit and train students
to become police officers in
St. Petersburg.
Students who are juniors
will be able to take two, duel
enrollment college classes at
St. Petersburg College’s Allstate Center location. If they
pass the classes, which are
Law and Introduction to
Criminal Justice, they will
then be eligible for a full
scholarship to the SPC’s Allstate Center that will cover
the costs of an Associate’s Degree in Criminal Justice.
Students will then have
the opportunity to begin a career by joining the St. Petersburg Police Department. The
target is to have 50 students
participate in the program.
St. Petersburg Police
Chief Anthony Holloway
spoke with students in Lakewood High’s journalism pro-

ST. PETERSBURG –
The Carter G. Woodson
African American Museum, located at 2240 9th
Ave. S., St. Petersburg, will
play host to an afternoon of
cultural and artistic expression when the Al
Downing Tampa Bay Jazz
Association presents “Remembering the Harlem
Renaissance” this Sun.,
Feb. 15 at 3 p.m.
The Harlem Renaissance was a time for cultural celebration. To find
the new freedom that had
been promised by the end
of bondage, African Americans migrated to the North
in great numbers. Here
they found a new freedom
and expressed themselves
in an explosion of cultural
pride.
This program/concert
will present to you Phyllis
McEwen portraying Zora
Neale Hurston, a renowned
black author during the
Harlem Renaissance. Poet
Phyllis McEwen is a Chautauqua scholar and Florida
Humanities Council performance artist. She is a librarian
for
Tampa
Hillsborough County Public Library System and an
instructor in the Department of Africana Studies at
the University of South
Florida.
McEwen will share the
life and thoughts of
Hurston, the most significant black woman writer of
the first half of the 20th century. Over a career that
spanned more than 30
years, Hurston published
four novels, two books of

Principal Robert Vicari and
Police Chief Anthony Holloway
gram last Tuesday morning
about a variety of topics, including the possibility of getting an Associate’s Degree at
no charge.
Holloway noted that the
City of St. Petersburg was the
only police department that
paid candidates while they attended police academy. Starting salaries for St. Petersburg
police officers is about
$42,000, Holloway told the
students.
The partnership is an out-

standing opportunity for
Lakewood High students,
said the school’s Principal
Robert Vicari.
“Anytime you can have a
partnership to prepare students for the future, it’s a
great thing,” Vicari said. “This
is a grand opportunity to any
student even considering police work. To know as a junior,
all they have to do is take two
classes and pass it and they
know that their future is paid
for.”




Urban handguns
There are a lot of urban handguns that
are used to kill a lot of urbanites. Just to
name a few: The 22, 38, 44 Magnum, Tech
9 and also the Glock pistol. There are also
a lot of Slick Rick/G-Money Guns out
there such as the Beeper, the throw-away,

the Finger Print Free and Cellphone. Let
us not forget the old school gentleman’s
guns such as the walking cane, wallet and
the Derringer/Pocket Pistol.
WOW! Those are a lot of urban guns
that are killing our urban communities.

folklore, an autobiography,
numerous short stories,
several essays, articles and
plays. She was notoriously
charming among contemporaries, and influenced
more than a generation of
subsequent black writers.
Hurston’s novel “Their
Eyes Were Watching God”
was about a proud, independent black woman and
was first published in 1937.
It was generally dismissed
by male reviewers and was
out of print for almost 30
years until it was reissued
in paperback edition in
1978.
Now, “Their Eyes Were
Watching God” has become the most widely read
and highly acclaimed novel

in the canon of AfricanAmerican literature.
Musicians will play
music from this era with
commentary by Kenny
Walker. Jazz and the Blues
reflecting the sounds of
Duke Ellington, Louis Armstrong and others will
bounce off the walls of the
Woodson Museum. You’ll
hear improvisation guaranteeing that no two performances will be the same.
We hope you enjoy this
afternoon of cultural presentations and that it will
give you a better appreciation into this special time in
African-American history.
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
 

  



   
   

 



 
 








Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 







Come Worship With the First Baptist Family





 




  

  

 




  

   




 
   




 



Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays





“Breaking Chains While
Learning How To
Love Our City Into
The Kingdom Of God”
Rev. Sarah Edwards will be teaching a Servant Leadership
Connecting Point Bible Course for Clergy, Lay Ministers and
Christians of all ages who desire to serve their neighborhood and
the city, for the glory of God. Synopsis: ‘Wherein God’s methods are
many, His principles are few. You will be taught how to embrace
your true value in Christ Jesus. How to become empowered to
unashamedly and publicly return God’s love to Him by putting
‘neighbor’ back into your own neighborhoods, community and city.
Thereby, fulfilling God’s royal law in practical ways.

Glad Tidings Assembly Of God Church • Pastor Randy Helms, Lead Pastor
4200 17th Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL 33713 FMI: 727.323.5017

  


 

  
 
 

Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree

 

 
 
  


Victory Christian Center Church

  

    

Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.

 








Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry

 
  

4238 Narvarez Way South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712



 


 
     
  
  





BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567



 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.




  





  
 
  



  

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.





Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.




 






 
  

 

 
  



 


 




  
 

 


 






 

1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 

SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.


(727) 564-1389
Pastor Shurrea Daniels

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/
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SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

 
  
 

 
  
  

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015



HOLY TEMPLE CATHEDRAL PENTECOSTAL CHURCH, INC.
3101 Freemont Terrace South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-452-3191 • www.holytemplepaoc.com
“A Church Where the Fire of the Holy Ghost is Burning and Holiness is Still Right!”

Order of Services:
Noonday Prayer....................................................Wednesdays at 12:30 PM
Pastoral Teaching....................................................Wednesdays at 7:00 PM
Evangelist Service.....................................................4th Fridays at 7:00 PM
Sunday School ...............................................................Sundays at 9:00 AM
Morning Worship .......................................................Sundays at 10:15 AM
WRXB (1590) Radio Ministry ......2nd and 4th Saturdays at 10:30 AM
Bishop Zema J. Florence, III, Th.D.
& Elect-Lady Shaneeta Florence

 

Follow us on Social Media: Facebook Page-Holy Temple Pentecostal
Assemblies of Churches, Inc/ YouTube-Bishop Zema Florence

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church

St. Mark MBC

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church, “God’s House to
the City,” under the leadership of Dr. Rickey L. Houston
extends an invitation to the
community to join us as we
declare the living Word of
God. Join us at 9 a.m. for Sunday School and at 10:15 a.m.
worship service. Bible Study
and Teen Summit/Children
Rising are held on Wed.
evening, at 7.
We cultivate the fullest
spiritual life possible both individually and corporately;
and we communicate God’s
truth at every opportunity,
building a stronger congregation and community to the

The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the
community at large, its wish
that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings
upon their lives. St. Mark is
grounded in a Christ-centered doctrine that has as its
central core, the belief that
we are a haven of hope, help,
and healing for a lost world
hungry and thirsty for the
word of God. At St. Mark, we
as a body of believers are
Christians willing to work
and partner in unity, praising
God for the awesome gift of
His son, Jesus Christ.
Church Events for February 2015
Feb. 15 - Right Hand of
Fellowship after 10:45 a.m.

Glory of God. Living out
these principles results in a
kaleidoscope of ministries for
all ages and interests. We also
encourage the community to
make use of our Prayer Line
727-321-9645.
The Laymen Ministry is
actively preparing to present
Tony Evans “Kingdom Man”
This is a study on the principles of biblical manhood.
Kingdom Man challenges
and equips men to fully understand their position under
God as well as their position
over what God has given
them. The Laymen Ministry
of Bethel Metropolitan invites
all men to join them in this

journey. The study will begin
in March. Call church office
for additional information.
Black History month observation at Bethel Metropolitan includes Soul Food
Fest/Family Friend Day. This
event is scheduled for Sunday, Feb. 22. Family and
friends are invited to fellowship together.
“Knowing Jesus Christ in
2015” II Corinthians 2:2
Philippians 3:8 Telephone:
727-327-0554 Fax: 727-3270240 Email:bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com
Website:
www.bmmbc.org

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
To the COMMUNITY
AT-LARGE, the Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church,
the Pastor, Dr. John A. Evans,
Sr., Official Family and the
entire Church Family extend
to you a cordial invitation to
join “THE SHIP” in fellowship at our 7:45 am or the
10:45 am worship service,
and Sunday Church School at
9:30 am. Come join us as we
take this Christian journey
for it is Our Mission as a
Church Family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the
world, preaching the gospel
to the unsaved and teaching
the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.
Weekly Bible Studies and
other Church activities:
Wednesday, Noon Day (12:00
p.m.) and Prayer and Bible
Study (7 p.m.) and AWANA
Youth Enrichment program,
something special for every
child, learning about God
while having fun. The Bread
of Life Ministry continues
providing a needed service to
our Senior and Disabled
members. Please see Sister
Lorriane Rogers for further
information. The Clothing
Pantry is opened every 2nd
and 4th Thursday of the
month, from 9 a.m. to noon.
Continue to Pray for our Sick,
Shut-in, Children, Men/
Women in Uniform, and Bereaved Families.

Month of FEBRUARY:
BLACK HISTORY MONTH
OBSERVANCE (Theme: A
CENTURY OF BLACK LIFE,
HISTORY AND CULTURE –
FRIENDSHIP'S IS TELLING
“OUR STORY” EVERY SUNDAY.
SPECIAL
WORSHIP
SERVICE HOURS FOR FEBRUARY 15TH ONLY:
Feb. 15 – 7:45 a.m. – Worship Service / 9:30 a.m. –
Church School / 10:15 a.m. –
Worship Service.
Feb. 15 – 4 p.m. – Friendship will be in Fellowship
with the New Day Spring
Missionary Baptist Church,
709 NW Long Street, Lake
City, Florida, Pastor Lantz G.
Mills, 6th Pastoral Anniversary.
Feb. 20 – 7 p.m. – EVANGELISM “ HOW TO BECOME A CONTAGIOUS
CHRISTIAN” WORKSHOP.
Feb. 21 – 9:30 a.m. –
EVANGELISM WORKSHOP
CONTINUES. Contact Minister Sharon Saulsby for further detail at (727) 821-0161.
Feb. 21 – 1 – 3 p.m. –
HEALTH & WELLNESS /
CPR SEMINAR
Feb. 22 – AFRCICAN ATTIRE SUNDAY – ALL SERVICES 4 p.m. – Youth Ministry
Annual Heritage Celebration
– See First Lady Teresa L.
Evans for further clarity and
Registration.

Feb. 28 – 9 a.m. until
12:00 pm - West Coast Baptist
District Association, 2nd Annual Paul and Timothy Laymen Conference held at
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, St. Petersburg,
FL. Contact Deacon Leon
Dunbar, President for further
details.
NEED A RIDE TO
CHURCH? Call our Transportation Ministry – (727)
906-8300 and PRESS 2.
Thought for the Week:
EVERY TREE HAS A FOUNDATION – GOD IS OUR
STRONG FOUNDATION,
WITHOUT THAT FOUNDATION, HOW CAN WE
STAND?
Don't let “THE SHIP” sail
without YOU! For additional
information on any of the announcements, please contact
us by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, 300 31st St. S., St.
Petersburg, Florida 33712
Church Office: (727) 9068300 E-Mail: fmbc3300@verizon.net
WE ARE NOW “LIVE
STREAMING”: Visit Our Website: www.fmbctheship.net &
CLICK on the PASTOR'S
IMAGE at the top of the Page.
Also Visit West Coast
Baptist District Association
Website:
www.expericencethecoast.com

First Mt. Zion
First Mt. Zion is sponsoring a trip, “Cruising on The
Living Water With God” during the spring dates of March
29 - April 2, 2015. This four
day excursion will be sailing

from Port Canaveral aboard
the
Carnival
Sensation
to Freeport and Nassau in the
Bahamas.
If you are still interested,
the final date for registration

is Jan. 24. You may contact
Cruise Consultant, Mrs. Gloria Campbell at 727-4340072 for adult and children’s
rates and other specific details.

Worship Service Church Outing: Galilee M. B. Church3:30 p.m.
Feb. 19 - Church Outing:
First Baptist Institutional 7:00 p.m.
Feb. 22 - St. Mark M. B.
Church Taste of Soul Food
(after morning worship)
Feb. 27 - St. Mark
Monthly Business Meeting7:00 p.m.
Weekly Scheduled Activities for St. Mark
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday school starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30
a.m. All are invited to come
out and join us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday: 9:30
a.m.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday: 5:00 p.m. Members and the general public

are invited to come out to
study the Bible with us, and
learn “What Baptists Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6:00 p.m. Children in the community are
welcomed to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays: 2:00-4:00
p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday: 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday
evening: 7:00 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study 1st & 3rd
Wednesday of each month:
7:30 p.m.

Pastor’s Corner
BY PASTOR SARAH EDWARDS
Visible Voices Christian
Community Association

Birds of a feather really do flock together
Every since I was knee
high to a grasshopper my
mother would tell me: “Be
careful of the kind of people
you make friends with.” Not
until much later in life did I understand what she meant in
saying, “birds of a feather
flock together.” God has always used birds in unusual
ways to teach his principles.
God
destroyed
all
mankind and animals with
water from the face of the
earth except those who were
in Noah’s Ark. Noah wanted
to know if God had completed
His judgment upon the earth,
so he released a raven from
the safety of the ark as his first
winged spy, an informant
[stool pigeon] for the status of
the waters receding so they
may once again subdue, bring
harmony, multiply and replenish the earth as God had mandated Adam and Eve [Genesis
1-3].
That bird never did come
back. Have you ever wondered what happened to that
raven when he got tired of flying and refuse to return to the
ark of safety? There was no
dry land for him to rest. Did
he drown? Later Noah sent
out a dove. It proved to be
faithful and was miraculously
guided by God back to the
safety of the art to deliver the
hopeful message that the waters had receded as he had a
tree twig in his mouth [Genesis 7-8].
In prophet Elijah’s day
during a crucial time in the

history of Israel when it
looked as if the worship of the
true God might be completely
eliminated in the northern
kingdom, there were 7,000
other prophets there but they
were paralyzed with fear and
kept quiet. Elijah told of the
Lord’s judgment to King
Ahab, “As the LORD God of
Israel lives, before whom I
stand, there shall not be dew
nor rain, except at My word.”
It did not rain for three
years and six months. Only
when Elijah prayed again, the
heavens honored his prayers
and gave rain so the earth
could produce [James 5:17].
Elijah showed a strength
greater than most of us in our
life with God. No doubt God
was the supreme reality of Elijah’s life. Even though he
stood in the presence of King
Ahab, he was conscious that
he also stood in the presence
of someone greater that any
earthly king. The angel
Gabriel himself [1 Kings 17]
[Luke 1:19]. The drought that
Elijah declared and decreed
was a great threat to Israel
and King Ahab. Therefore,
Elijah life was in danger and
God sent him to a hiding
place. There was fresh water
to drink and God command
the ravens to deliver food for
him to eat. Our great God
used something unclean to
provide for his prophet. God
didn’t tell Elijah where he
would be safe until he first delivered his message to King
Ahab. God leads all his

prophets one step at a time.
Dr. King was such. A
’modern day’ prophet of God.
Like all the others He spoke
the word of God to us, government officials and the church.
He became a threat to the
world’s systems as he suffered and was killed for righteousness sake. He declared
that we shall overcome if we
heeded to his message from
God: “The judgment of God is
upon us today. And we could
go right down the line and see
that something must be
done—and something must
be done quickly. Truth forever
on the scaffold, wrong forever
on the throne. Yet that scaffold sways the future. And behind the dim unknown stands
God, within the shadow keeping watch above his own.
Don’t judge by the color of a
person’s skin, but rather by
the content of their character”.
God placed His holy seed
in everything He created. But
Adam wanted to decide what
was right for them. Afterwards, every human was born
with the propensity to do evil
until we are born again of the
seed of Abraham [Jesus].
This empowers our soul to duplicate our Kinsman Redeemer. Mount up with wings
as an eagle and soar to new
heights.
We can tell who you are by
who are you flocking with!
Tweedle-dee.
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